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Comments:  

As residents of Hawaii, we urge the members of the Senate Committee on Commerce 
and Consumer Protection and the Committee on Judiciary to vote yes on SB 969.  The 
bill would protect animals exploited in the fur trade, the majority of whom spend their 
lives in cramped cages before they're beaten, gassed, or electrocuted; their necks are 
broken, or they're skinned alive. 

Thank you for your compassion! 

Respectfully, 

David Crow, MD, PhD 

Susana Crow 

 







 

1215 S Ki hei Rd, O-435, Kihei, HI 96753 / 808-755-9393 
bryan@neighborhoodcats.org / visit us at: www.neighborhoodcats.org 

 

    Neighborhood Cats                       
                                                           the community cat experts!   

 
 
 
February 22, 2021 
 
 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Environment 
 
 

Re:  SB969 (Relating to Animal Fur Products) 
 
 
Neighborhood Cats wishes to express our support for SB969 (Relating to Animal Fur 
Products). 
 
Neighborhood Cats is an animal welfare nonprofit which focuses on reducing 
overpopulation of cats through spay/neuter and other progressive management 
approaches.  Since 2016, we have operated a chapter on Maui. 
 
While our focus is on cats, our mission encompasses the compassionate treatment of 
all animals.  The fur trade is inherently cruel, causing animals to suffer terribly just  to 
produce decorative products.  The concentration of what should be wildlife in fur 
farms has also led to severe public health consequences, including recent outbreaks of 
COVID-19 at mink farms. 
 
As a nonprofit registered in Hawaii, we urge the Committee to approve this important 
bill. 
 
Thank you for considering our views, 

 
Bryan Kortis, Esq. 
National Programs Director 

 

Board of Directors 
 
Emma Cobb 
 
Anitra Frazier 
 
Lisa Labrecque, DVM 
 
Nancy Peterson 
 
Susan Richmond 
Executive Director 
 
Meredith Weiss 
NYC TNR Director 
 
 
National Programs 
Director 
 
Bryan Kortis, Esq. 
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SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 8:05:12 AM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ginny Tiu Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Baker, Chair Rhoads, and committee members, 

I ask you to please support SB 969. The way fur is obtained is beyond inhumane. 
The innocent animals are not just killed for their skin/furs, they suffer 
excruciatingly before they are killed, with steel jaw traps, some are even skinned 
alive. And all for greed, pure vanity and status. We should not support this kind of 
self serving interest, with such a high price for innocent and helpless animals to 
pay.  
Thank you very much for your kind consideration to support SB 969. 

Ginny Tiu 

 













SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 1:47:46 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Brown Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am writing to oppose SB 969 

Designers and consumers recognize the value of fur as a natural, sustainable and 
renewable resource. And they recognize that unlike mass-produced fake fur apparel 
and other alternatives, real fur garments are produced by hand, requiring the artistry 
and skilled handiwork of talented craftsmen. The amount of energy and fossil fuel 
required for fabrication is relatively low when compared to large, automated factories. 
The fur trade supports land-based cultures and local indigenous populations 
contributing to environmental conservation. Fake fur, on the other hand, is not 
renewable, sustainable or biodegradable, and when washed these man-made materials 
release thousands of tiny plastic lint fibers into waste water that are then released into 
oceans and rivers where they are ingested by fish, mammals and sea birds. 

In an era when the public is overwhelmingly aware of the environmental and social 
costs of mass- produced fast fashion we should be promoting natural, renewal, 
recyclable products that can last generations such as real fur, rather than the plastic 
materials and other synthetics such as petroleum based fake fur. This ban directly 
contradicts the many positive environmental moves Hawaii has taken to establish the 
state as a leader in addressing the environmental threats posed by plastics and 
Styrofoam. 

 



SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 2:00:11 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Suyin Phillips Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill.  The fur industry is one of the most inhumane industries I 
have every learned about.  It is truly atrocious.  To maintain the integrity of the 
animal's skin and fur, they are usually killed via suffocation, electrocution, gassing, or 
poisoning. Sometimes, they are bludgeoned in the head or face repeatedly. Animals are 
sometimes skinned alive while still conscious.  I have seen undercover video of the 
procedures and methods.  The images are burned into my conscience and I will never 
wear or purchase fur. 

In 2019, California became the first state to ban the sale of new fur products. Fur bans 
are currently being considered in multiple state legislatures including Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, New York, and Rhode Island.  People are becoming aware and 
demanding change all over the country and world!  Make us proud, Hawaii! 

 



SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 2:11:24 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Danielle Spitz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha.  I would like to state my support for SB969 based on the following: 

The vast majority of fur items come from animals who are raised on fur farms in factory-
like conditions. Animals, including foxes, minks, and rabbits, are typically crammed into 
tiny wire cages and unable to engage in most of their natural behaviors. They frequently 
resort to self-mutilation, obsessive pacing, and infanticide. 

To maintain the integrity of their skin and fur, animals are usually killed via suffocation, 
electrocution, gassing, or poisoning. Sometimes, they are bludgeoned in the head or 
face repeatedly. Animals are sometimes skinned alive while still conscious. This level of 
cruelty is heinous and unacceptable. It does not belong in civilized society. 

Whenever animals are intensively confined without regard for their health or welfare, 
public health is endangered. Fur farms often confine thousands of animals to small 
barns or open-air cage systems. Sanitation is typically poor, and veterinary care is 
almost non-existent. As a result, these fur factory farms are breeding grounds for 
pathogens that can result in zoonotic diseases. Mink fur farms in the U.S. and around 
the globe have become hot spots for COVID-19. Minks are the only animal known to 
both catch the virus from people and transmit it to them. 

Mahalo for taking the time to read and consider my comments. 

Danielle Spitz (Waimea, Big Island) 

 





SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 2:53:35 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David A LILLEY Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please accept this comment as strong support for SB969.  It represents a unique 
opportunity for the citizens of Hawaii to set an example that is long overdue.  The 
incalculable suffering of millions of animals solely for human vanity and greed must be 
stopped.  Thank you 

  

 









SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 5:01:03 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members,  

Please support SB969. 

Thank you, 

Andrea Quinn 
  

 



SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 5:09:42 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Beverly Shintaku Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a resident of Hawaii, I urge the members of the Senate Committee on Commerce 
and Consumer Protection and the Committee on Judiciary to vote "yes" on SB 
969.  The bill would protect animals exploited in the fur trade, the majority of whom 
spend their lives in cramped cages before they are beaten, gassed, or 
electrocuted; their necks are broken; or they are skinned alive. 

Several major U.S. cities, as well as the state of California, have already banned the 
sale of fur in their jurisdictions, and hundreds of fashion houses - such as Versace, 
Chanel, Gucci, Donna Karan, and Burberry - have shunned fur in favor of innovative 
and luxurious faux-fur materials that spare millions of animals intense suffering and a 
violent death. 

I support SB 969 because it will eliminate Hawaii's contribution to horrific animal 
abuse in the fur industry by making it illegal to sell a new fur product in the state. 

 













SB-969-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/22/2021 9:42:54 PM 
Testimony for CPN on 2/24/2021 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melissa Lockyer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a Hawaii resident and I strongly support the ban of fur products. The fur industry is 
cruel, archaic, and obsolete. Animals are confined to cages their ENTIRE LIVES where 
they undergo mental insanity. Living creatures are tortured and manipulated for nothing 
more than an article of clothing. There are many alternatives out there to animal fur and 
more and more top designers in the apparel industry are switching to such alternatives. 
Fur products are antiquated and there is no need for them. The fur industry is also 
extremely polluting to the environment. I hope you will consider the positive impact you 
could have on so many animals' lives by supporting this bill. Thank you, Melissa 
Lockyer  
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Kelly Yogi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB969 and urge members to vote yes. As a lifelong resident for 38 years, I 
have seen Hawai'i value our 'Ä• ina in numerous ways and continue to make strides in 
the betterment for ALL. We protect our native plants and animal species at great 
lengths, which is something I've always been so proud of. We must mÄ• lama other 
animals and their rights to live. I still recall Tyke the elephant years ago and the 
progress we have made as a state, emphasizing that we put the welfare of animals over 
entertainment and I'm hoping we will do the same for this bill. It is our kuleana, our 
responsibility, yet at the same time, our privilege to do this - not only to stop the sale of 
fur and the cruelty to animals, but to make an impactful statement to our keiki...that we 
put the rights of innocent, living animals before fashion. They will see what decisions we 
make and what we value by our choices. This will influence the way they see and value 
the world. Please vote yes to the bill. 
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Lana Rapoza Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Good day everyone, YOU have the power to stop the cruel and barbaric practice of 
animals being tortured for its fur.  
Please be remembered as the greatest pioneers of Hawaii that made a monumental 
difference in the world!  
Once and for all STOP, the people/companies that hurt all animals for $$$$$.  I 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���S�H�R�S�O�H���Q�H�H�G���D���M�R�E�������W�R���O�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���I�R�U���L�W�¶�V���I�X�U���S�X�W���I�R�R�G���R�Q���W�K�H��
table.  And you realize, there would be no animal advocates if humans treated animals 
with compassion, kindness and respect.  
Unfortunately, from the time the animal is born, its entire life is tormented until its 
horrifically killed in the end. The people/companies appear to enjoy seeing what they 
do, its nothing to them tearing/skinning the fur off while the animal is  alive. Hearing the 
animal scream & cry in inscrutiating pain!  Slamming, hitting, stabbing, and doing other 
unthinkable acts to the animal in the name of corporate evil $$$$. 
�7�K�R�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���D�U�H���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���G�H�V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�]�H�G�����,�W�¶�V���D���I�D�F�W�����R�Q�F�H���D���S�H�U�V�R�Q��
beco�P�H�V���G�H�V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�]�H�G�����W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q���L�V���L�Q�V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���	���R�W�K�H�U���S�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V��
feelings.  
Scary!  How a human treat an animal is how the human will treat another human being. 
�,���P�X�V�W���E�H���J�U�D�S�K�L�F���V�R���\�R�X���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���,�¶�P���Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�L�V���W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���W�R���\�R�X��  If an 
animal is being tortured for $$$$... Hawaii, please send out a malama pono message to 
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����,�W�V���Q�R�W���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���N�L�O�O���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���I�R�U���L�W�¶�V���I�X�U���R�U���I�R�U���D�Q�\���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���I�R�U��������������
�+�D�Z�D�L�L�����O�H�D�G���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���I�R�O�O�R�Z�����E�R�\�F�R�W�W���W�K�H���I�X�U���W�U�D�G�H�����,�W�¶�V���W�L�P�H��to STOP it, once 
and for all!  Standing strong together to end animal cruelty in Hawaii and beyond!  
Thank you very much for your time. Be well and take care. 
Respectfully, Mrs. Lana Rapoza 
808-499-5005 
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Karen Roberts Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am begging the legislators to please support SB 969 in the interests of 
humanitarianism.  Let's make Hawaii a leader in this area. 
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Diane Ware Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear chair and committee, 

As a resident of Hawaii, I urge the members of the Senate Committee on Commerce 
�D�Q�G���&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�Q���-�X�G�L�F�L�D�U�\���W�R���Y�R�W�H���³�\�H�V�´���R�Q���6�%�������������7�K�H��
bill would protect animals exploited in the fur trade, the majority of whom spend their 
live�V���L�Q���F�U�D�P�S�H�G���F�D�J�H�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���E�H�D�W�H�Q�����J�D�V�V�H�G�����R�U���H�O�H�F�W�U�R�F�X�W�H�G�����W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�F�N�V���D�U�H��
�E�U�R�N�H�Q�����R�U���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���V�N�L�Q�Q�H�G���D�O�L�Y�H�����,���D�P���D�P�D�]�H�G���W�K�L�V���L�Q�K�X�P�D�Q�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���V�W�L�O�O���S�H�U�V�L�V�W�V�� 

Please act to support the passage of this bill. 

With compassion for all creatures, 

  

Diane Ware 99-7815 Kapoha Place Volcano HI 96785 
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Jane E Arnold Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a resident of Hawaii, and I am requesting that you pass SB969.  Nowadays faux 
fur looks so good that there is no good reason to continue fur farming.  Fur farming is 
exceptionally cruel to the animals and bad for public health. 
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River Marilou Penner Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha , here on Maui Hawaii we are responsible to the malama of the aina and all the 
residents here. It is unnecessary for anyone, other than the animals that the fur grows 
on to have fur. I support the baning of fur manufacturing. River Marilou Penner 
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Todd Yukutake Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am providing COMMENTS ONLY for SB969. 

 
There can be unforeseen problems with this bill that can lead to lost income for 
residents and a waste of good animal products. For example, people grow rabbits to 
harvest for food and the skins could be sold as clothing products and ornaments. This 
bill would outlaw the sale of the rabbit furs which would then be thrown away, wasting a 
resource. 
Please take this into consideration. 
Mahalo. 

Todd Yukutake 
Resident SD 16 
toddyukutake@gmail.com 
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Gerard Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is just a big wast of time. How many people in Hawaii are going to be wareing Furr 
in 80 degree wether any way. 

Just Stuped 

More important things to Deal with then this rubish. 
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Comments:  

Whenever animals are intensively confined without regard for their health or welfare, 
public health is endangered. Fur farms often confine thousands of animals to small 
barns or open-air cage systems. Sanitation is typically poor, and veterinary care is 
almost non-existent. As a result, these fur factory farms are breeding grounds for 
pathogens that can result in zoonotic diseases. Mink fur farms in the U.S. and around 
the globe have become hot spots for COVID-19. Minks seem to both catch the virus 
from people and transmit it to them. 
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Amsterdam, 23 February 2021 

 

Dear Sir, Madam, 
 
I write to you on behalf of the Fur Free Alliance, an international coalition of more than fifty animal 
protection organisations who work together to end the exploitation and killing of animals for their 
fur. We believe that fur factory farming is inherently cruel and encourage governments around the 
world to bring about legislation to end this practice. 
  
We were delighted to hear that a proposal to prohibit the inhumane and unnecessary fur trade in 
Hawaii is presently under consideration. The Fur Free Alliance respectfully urges you to commit to 
adopting this forward-thinking and widely-supported legislation to make fur history in Hawaii. 
 
The growing citizen concerns about animal welfare is increasingly leading to fashion brands, cities 
and states deciding to reject the use of animal fur. In the last few years, major international fashion 
brands, such as Gucci, Prada, Versace, Chanel and Michael Kors, have all announced that they would 
no longer be producing real fur apparel and instead transitioning to other materials, which are more 
humane and better for the environment.  
 
Public opinion polls from a large number of countries around the world have consistently 
demonstrated that the majority of citizens consider the keeping and killing of animals for fur to be 
unacceptable. In addition, polling in the USA shows that a considerable majority (71%) of the 
population opposes killing animals for fur1. 
 
Around the globe, the tide is turning against the barbaric fur trade. In October 2019, California made 
history by becoming the first state in the United States of America to adopt a ban on the sales and 
manufacture of animal fur products. The legislation will go into effect in 2023 and follows similar 
sale or import bans in the cities of Los Angeles (2018), San Francisco (2018), Berkeley (2017), West 
Hollywood (2011) and also in India in 2017.  
 
The import and sale of seal, dog and cat fur has already been prohibited in the European Union. 
Recently, it was reported in the press2 �š�Z���š���š�Z�����D�]�v�]�•�š���Œ���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����h�<�[�•�������‰���Œ�š�u���v�š���(�}�Œ�����v�À�]�Œ�}�v�u���vt, 
Food and Rural Affairs is spearheading plans to �u���l�������Œ�]�š���]�v���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���(�]�Œ�•�š���(�µ�Œ-free country once 
Brexit comes into force. 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
1 Research Co., Sept 2020. https://researchco.ca/2020/09/22/canada-us-animals/ 
2 Evening Standard, Sept 2020. https://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/fur-sales-banned-uk-post-brexit-plans-
a4555901.html 
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Furthermore, over the past two decades, twenty countries have either voted to ban the practice, 
have prohibited the farming of particular species, or have introduced stricter regulations that have 
effectively curtailed the practice, including Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech 
Republic, Croatia, France, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Republic of 
Macedonia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. As concerns about 
animal welfare and the ethics of fur continue to grow, proposals to prohibit fur production are 
presently being considered in Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania, Montenegro, Poland and Ukraine.  
 
On fur factory farms around the world, millions of foxes, mink and other wild animals spend their 
entire lives in cramped cages, deprived of the ability to engage in natural behaviours, only to be 
cruelly gassed or electrocuted to death. In the wild, animals are caught in crippling leghold traps 
where they can be left for days without food or water. These archaic traps are indiscriminate, often 
maiming and killing non-target animals, including threatened species and even pets. 
 
In addition to the fur industry being inherently inhumane, the confinement of thousands of wild 
animals in unsanitary, crowded and stressful conditions is an ecological disaster and a breeding 
ground for infectious diseases. To date, coronavirus infections have been confirmed on more than 
400 mink fur farms in eleven countries around the world and it is estimated that around 18 million 
animals have been killed due to the virus. In the United States, coronavirus outbreaks have been 
documented on 16 mink farms, in the states of Utah, Wisconsin, Oregon, and Michigan. 
 
This is a cruel and outdated industry, which produces a luxury product for which there are today 
many warm and beautiful alternatives that do not involve animal suffering. We, the members of 
the Fur Free Alliance, strongly encourage you to be on the right side of history and prohibit the 
widely-condemned trade of animal fur products in Hawaii. 
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration of our request. Please do not hesitate to contact us 
if you require additional information, or would like to arrange a video conference to discuss this 
important matter in greater detail.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Joh Vinding 
Chairman of the Fur Free Alliance 
 
 



The Fur Free Alliance is an  inter�v���Ÿ�}�v���o��c�}���o�]�Ÿ�}�v���}�(���}�À���Œ���ñ�ì����nimal pr�}�š�����Ÿ�}�v���}rgani�•���Ÿ�}�v�•
�Œ���‰�Œ���•���v�Ÿ�v�P���u�]�o�o�]�}�v�•���}�(���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Œ�•���Á�}�Œ�o���Á�]�����X

Panamalaan 11�ì
�í�ì�í�õ�����•�����u�•�š���Œ�����u
�d�Z�����E���š�Z���Œ�o���v���•
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